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the question was raised at once as soon as I got to
Moscow.
There were other preparations, which proved illumi-
nating. The expenses of my trip were paid in the lump
to the Intourist Agency before I started. There were
three classes: first class, presumably for capitalists seeking
concessions; tourist class, for ordinary visitors; and third
class or special, open to university men. Mr. Sdheinman,
formerly head of the Russian State Bank and now at the
head of the Intourist Agency, who gave me every help,
put me in this last category. The result was that out of
the forty odd pounds which I paid over in London,
twenty-six went on the actual journey to and from
Moscow, even though I travelled third class through
Holland and Germany. This high price, so much greater
than of old, was in the main due to the expenses of the
German and Polish railways. On the other hand, my
stay in Moscow cost me no more than 155. a day. Mean-
while Mr. Scheinman warned me to buy as little as
possible outside what was covered by my ticket. I was
due to arrive on December 23rd, and up to the end of the
year the legal rate of exchange of the rouble was five
and a half to the pound. The exchange which could
be obtained on the illegal, or " black " market, was over
a hundred and forty, but that, I felt, was entirely closed
to me, however often I heard that it was utilized by
others. In a Moscow shop I saw a workman buying
sweets for his family to the amount of seven roubles;
for me that would have meant about .£1, xos. Clearly
foreigners could not be expected to live at such a rate, so
there were the Torgsin shops (the word means trade with
foreigners) at which pretty well anything could be

